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They are often produced by public calamities, or other ills of life.
Those who suffer feel themselves selected as victims, and they
ask, Who has done this to us, and why ? Often people who are
not victims interpret a natural incident by egoistic reference.
This is done not on account of the destruction wrought by an
earthquake or a tornado, but from pure terror at what is not
understood, e.g. an eclipse.1 Pilgrimages and crusades were cases
of mania and delusion. The element of delusion was in the notion
of high merit which could be won in pursuing the crusades. Very
often manias and delusions are pure products of fashion, as in the
case of the children's crusades, when the children caught the infec-
tion of the crusades, but did not know what they were doing, or
why, and rushed on their own destruction. Often manias are
logical deductions from notions (especially religious notions) which
have been suggested, as in the case of the flagellants. It is the
ills of life which drive people to such deductions, and they bear
witness to excessive nervous excitement. The mediaeval dancing
mania was more purely nervous. The demonism and demonology
of the Middle Ages was a fertile source for such deductions, which
went far to produce the witchcraft mania. The demonistic notions
taught by the church furnished popular deductions, which the
church took up and reduced to dogmatic form, and returned as
such to the masses. Thus the notions of sorcery, heresy, and
witchcraft were developed.

215. Monstrous mass phenomena of mediaeval society. There
must have been a deep and strong anthropological reason for the
development of monstrous social phenomena in mediaeval society.
The Latin world was disintegrated to its first elements between the
sixth century and the tenth. Such a dissolution of society abol-
ished the inherited mores with all their restraints and inhibitions,
and left society to the control of fierce barbaric, that is physical,
forces. At the same period the Latin world absorbed hordes of
barbarians who were still on a low nomadic warrior stage of civi-
lization, and who adopted the ruins of Roman culture without
assimilating them. The Christian church contributed crass super-
stitions about the other world and the relations of this world to

1 Friedmann, Wahnideen im Vblkerleben^ 224.